
Power and Authority 
History is often made by the people and institutions in power. As 
you read about the world’s powerful people and governments, try 
to answer several key questions.

• Who holds the power?
• How did that person or group get power?
• What system of government provides order in this society? 
• How does the group or person in power keep or lose power?

While historical events are unique, they often are driven by similar, repeated forces. In
telling the history of our world, this book pays special attention to eight significant and
recurring themes. These themes are presented to show that from America, to Africa, to
Asia, people are more alike than they realize. Throughout history humans have confronted
similar obstacles, have struggled to achieve similar goals, and continually have strived to
better themselves and the world around them.

World History Themes
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Interaction with Environment 
Since the earliest of times, humans have had to deal with
their surroundings in order to survive. As you read about
our continuous interaction with the environment, keep in
mind several important issues.

• How do humans adjust to the climate and terrain
• where they live? 
• How have changes in the natural world forced
• people to change? 
• What positive and negative changes have people 
• made to their environment?

Revolution
Often in history, great change has been achieved only
through force. As you read about the continuous over-
throw of governments, institutions, and even ideas
throughout history, examine several key questions. 

• What long-term ideas or institutions are 
• being overthrown? 
• What caused people to make this radical change? 
• What are the results of the change?

Religious and Ethical Systems
Throughout history, humans around the world have been guided
by, as much as anything else, their religious and ethical beliefs.
As you examine the world’s religious and ethical systems, pay
attention to several important issues. 

• What beliefs are held by a majority of people in a region? 
• How do these major religious beliefs differ from one another? 
• How do the various religious groups interact with one another? 
• How do religious groups react toward nonmembers?



Economics
Economics has proven to be a powerful force in human history. From early
times to the present, human cultures have been concerned with how to use
their scarce resources to satisfy their needs. As you read about different
groups, note several key issues regarding the role of economics in world
history.

• What goods and services does a society produce? 
• Who controls the wealth and resources of a society?
• How does a society obtain more goods and services?

Empire Building
Since the beginning of time, human cultures have shared a similar desire to
grow more powerful—often by dominating other groups. As you read about
empire building through the ages, keep in mind several key issues. 

• What motivates groups to conquer other lands and people?
• How does one society gain control of others?
• How does a dominating society control and rule its subjects?

Science and Technology
All humans share an endless desire to know more about their
world and to solve whatever problems they encounter. The
development of science and technology has played a key role in
these quests. As you read about the role of science and technol-
ogy in world history, try to answer several key questions.

• What tools and methods do people use to solve the various
• problems they face?
• How do people gain knowledge about their world? How do 
• they use that knowledge?
• How do new discoveries and inventions change the way 
• people live?

Cultural Interaction
Today, people around the world share many things, from music, to food, to ideas. Human 
cultures actually have interacted with each other since ancient times. As you read about how
different cultures have interacted, note several significant issues.

• How have cultures interacted (trade, migration, or conquest)? 
• What items have cultures passed on to each other?
• What political, economic, and religious ideas have cultures shared? 
• What positive and negative effects have resulted from cultural interaction?
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Geography is the study of the earth and its features. It is also an important part of
human history. Since the beginning of time, all civilizations have had to control their
surroundings in order to survive. In addition, geography has played a vital role in
many historical events. Like history itself, geography reflects several key themes.
These themes help us to understand the different ways in which geography has helped
shape the story of world history.

Location
Location tells us where in the world a certain area is. Geographers 
describe location in two ways: absolute location and relative location. An
area’s absolute location is its point of latitude and longitude. Latitude is the
distance in degrees north or south of the equator. Longitude is the degree dis-
tance east or west of an imaginary vertical line that runs through Greenwich,
England, called the prime meridian. An area’s relative location describes
where it is in terms of other areas.

In absolute terms, the middle of Singapore lies at 1°20' north latitude and
103°50' east longitude. This information allows you to pinpoint Singapore on
a map. In relative terms, Singapore is an island country on the southern tip of
the Malay Peninsula near where the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean
meet. How might Singapore’s location on the sea have helped it develop into
an economic power?

Human/Environment Interaction
Throughout history, humans have changed and have been changed
by their environment. Because they live on an island, the people of
Singapore have built a bridge in order to travel more easily to main-
land Malaysia. In addition, Singapore residents have carved an
inviting harbor out of parts of its coastline in order to accommodate
the island’s busy ocean traffic. 

Singapore is one of the most densely
populated countries in the world. Many
of its over four million citizens live in
the capital city, Singapore. The coun-
try’s population density is over 16,000
persons per square mile. In contrast, the
United States has a population density
of around 80 persons per square mile.
What environmental challenges does
this situation pose?
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Region
A region is any area that has common characteristics.
These characteristics may include physical factors, such
as landforms or climate. They also may include cultural
aspects, such as language or religion. Singapore is part
of a region known as Southeast Asia. The countries of
this region share such characteristics as rich, fertile soil,
as well as a strong influence of Buddhism and Islam. 

Because regions share similar characteristics, they
often share similar concerns. In 1967, Singapore joined
with the other countries of Southeast Asia to form the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations. This body was
created to address the region’s concerns. What concerns
might Singapore have that are unique?

Movement
In geography, movement is the transfer of peo-
ple, goods, and ideas from one place to another.
In many ways, history is the story of move-
ment. Since early times, people have migrated
in search of better places to live. They have
traded with distant peoples to obtain new
goods. And they have spread a wealth of ideas
from culture to culture.

Singapore, which is a prosperous center 
of trade and finance, attracts numerous people
in search of greater wealth and new goods.
What about Singapore’s geography makes it 
the ideal place for the trading of goods?

Place
Place, in geography, indicates what an area looks like in
both physical and human terms. The physical setting of
an area—its landforms, soil, climate, and resources—are
aspects of place. So are the different cultures which
inhabit an area.

The physical characteristics of Singapore include a
hot, moist climate with numerous rain forests. In human
terms, Singapore’s population is mostly Chinese. How
does Singapore’s human characteristic tie it to other
countries? 
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While history is the story of people, it is also the examination of when events occurred.
Keeping track of the order of historical events will help you to better retain and
understand the material. To help you remember the order and dates of important events in
history, this book contains numerous time lines. Below is some instruction on how to read
a time line, as well as a look at some terms associated with tracking time in history.

How to Read a Time Line

Time

Around 1200 B.C.

Egyptian  
Empire begins  
to decline.

THE AMERICAS

AFRICA, ASIA, AND EUROPE

477 B.C.

Golden Age of 
Greece begins.

202 B.C.

Han  
Dynasty 
begins in 
China.

Around A.D.120
 Roman Empire 

 reaches its 
 height.

1200 B.C.

Olmec 
civilization arises.

900 B.C.

Chavín culture 
emerges.  

200 B.C.

Nazca culture 
emerges.

500 B.C.

Zapotec establish
Monte Albán.

A.D. 100
Moche 
culture 
arises.

B.C. years are counted 
down to the year 1 B.C., 
so 1200 B.C. is a century 
earlier than 1100 B.C. 
and so on.

The title conveys what material 
the time line is examining.

Specific titles explain the 
geographic area to which 
each line relates.

Common Chronological Terms
“Before Christ.” Refers to a date so many years before the birth of Jesus Christ.

“Anno Domini” (“in the year of the lord”). Refers to a date so many years after 
the birth of Jesus Christ.

“Before the Common Era” and “Common Era.” These terms correspond to  
B.C. and A.D., respectively.

10 years. (For example: The 1930s was a decade of economic depression in 
many parts of the world.)

100 years. Note that the first century A.D. refers to the years 1 to 100. So, the 
twentieth century refers to the years 1901–2000. (For example: The fall of China’s 
Han Empire in A.D. 220 was an important event of the third century.)

1,000 years. (For example, January 1, 2001, is the start of a new millennium.)

Broad time period characterized by a shared pattern of life. Ages and eras 
usually do not have definite starting or ending points. (For example: The 
Stone Age began around 2 million years ago and lasted until about 3000 B.C. 
It refers to the period when humans used stone, rather than metal tools.)

B.C.

A.D.

BCE/CE

decade

century

millennium

age/era
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The locator globe shows
where in the world the
map area is.

Based on an estimation from
the map, Manila is located at
about 12° north latitude and
120° east longitude.

Longitude line

The compass rose indicates the
direction of the map.

Equator

The legend or key explains
the symbols, lines, and spe-
cial colors on the map.

Latitude line

You are about to examine not only thousands of years of history, but nearly every
region of the globe. To help you visualize the faraway places you read about, this
book contains numerous maps. Many of these maps contain several layers of
information that provide a better understanding of how and why events in history
occurred. Below is a look at how to read a map in order to obtain all of the rich
information it offers.

White lines denote
national boundaries.

How to Read a Map

A scale tells the map’s proportion
relative to the area’s actual size. It
is used to measure the approxi-
mate distance between two points
on the map.

The title explains what
area and events the 
map covers.

the line of latitude midway between the North and South polesequator

imaginary lines that circle the globe from east to west, measuring 
an area’s distance north and south of the equator

imaginary lines that circle the globe from north to south, 
measuring an area’s distance east or west of the prime meridian

half the globe. The globe can be divided into Northern and 
Southern hemispheres (separated by the equator) or into Eastern 
and Western hemispheres (separated by the prime meridian).

the line of longitude at 0° that runs through Greenwich, England

latitude

longitude

prime meridian

hemisphere

Common Geographic Terms



Do you like puzzles? If so, you are in luck. You are about to encounter the greatest
puzzle there is: history. The study of history is much more than the recollection of
dates and names. It is an attempt to answer a continuous and puzzling question: what
really happened?

In their effort to solve this puzzle, historians and researchers use a 
variety of methods. From digging up artifacts, to uncovering eyewitness accounts,
experts collect and analyze mountains of data in numerous ways. As a result, the
history books you read more accurately depict what life was like in a culture 5,000
years ago, or what caused the outbreak of a devastating war. The following two pages
examine some of the pieces used to solve the puzzle of history.

Her clothing, believed to
belong to the upper class,
should shed new light on
how noble Inca women
dressed.

How Do We Know?

Clues from an Ancient Girl
In 1995, an anthropologist discovered the mummified and
frozen remains of a teenage girl in the Andes Mountains 
of South America. Scientists believe that she is about 500
years old and was a member of the Inca Empire. Because
much of her remains are well preserved, scientists hope she
will provide them with new information about one of the
Americas’ most powerful ancient cultures.

An analysis of her stomach content
may provide information about the
Inca diet.

Some of her DNA
remains intact,
which will help
scientists
determine whether
she has any living
descendants.
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Modern Science
The ever-improving field of sci-
ence has lent its hand in the
search to learn more about the
past. Using everything from
microscopes to computers,
researchers have shed new light
on many historical mysteries.
Here, a researcher uses computer
technology to determine what the
owner of a prehistoric human
skull may have looked like.

Written Sources
Historians often look to written documents for insight into the
past. There are various types of written sources. Documents
written during the same time period as an event are known 

as primary sources. They include such things as diaries
and newspapers. They also include drawings, such as 
the one shown here by Italian painter and inventor,
Leonardo da Vinci. His rough sketch of a helicopter-type
machine tells us that as early as the late 1400s, humans
considered mechanical flight. Material written about an
event later, such as books, are known as secondary
sources. Some written sources began as oral tradition—
legends, myths, and beliefs passed on by spoken word
from generation to generation.

Digging Up History
Researchers have learned much about the past by
discovering the remains of ancient societies. Spearheads
like these, which date back to around 9,500 B.C., were
found throughout North America. They tell us among
other things that the early Americans were hunters. These
spearheads were once considered to be the earliest evi-
dence of humankind in the Americas. However, as an
example of how history continues to change, scientists
recently found evidence of human life in South America
as early as 10,500 B.C.
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